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Date :  21 .09 .2018

To
Dr. AR Pathak, v_i9g chanceilor, Junagadh Agricurturar University,Moti Bag, JUNAGADT{ - SeZ OOi

Dr' NC Patel, vice chancellor, Anand Agricultural university, Khetiwadi campus,Anand -  388 1tO

Dr' AA Patel, vice chancellor, sardar Krushinagar Dantiwada AgriculturalUniversity (SDAU), At P& Post. Sardar Krushinagar eSS 506, Dist Banas Kantha

Dr' cJ Dangaria, Vice-chancellor, Navsari Agricultural university, Eru char Rasta,Dandi Road, Navsari- 396450

Sub:- rnclusion of New Bt, cotton hybrids/variet ies containing approved andderegulated transgenic events in the l icense - conducting of tr ials by StateAgricultural Universit ies - Request_ Reg.

Respected Sir,

As you are aware for  inc lus ion of  a  new hybr id  or  var ie ty  of  any crop in  the seed t icense,  thedesignated l icensing authority requires performance evaluation data from the tr ialsconducted by the State Agr icu l ture Univers i t ies,  You have been conduct ing such evaluat iontr ials in several crops,

The GEAC in i ts  I3Oth meet ing dated 11.08.2016 declared that  the b iosafety  of  the approvedBt cotton events is no longer an issue and declared that the tr ials can be conducted as perthe procedures prescribed under the Seeds Act, 1966 read with Seed (control) order, 1gg3.The ICAR has started Bt cotton evaluation tr ials for identifying new Bt cotton variet ies andhybrids for notif ication under section 5 of the seeds Act. As you are aware, the notif icationof a variety is not compulsory under the seeds Act. There are several smail and mediumcompanies who operate within a state or part of a State therefore, they would continue towork under  the procedure of  s tate level  evaluat ion by sAU for  inc lus ion of  therr  new var ie tyin  the seed l icense so that  they can produce and market  such new var ie ty  wi th in  the State.Though,  not i f icat ion is  not  compulso iy  under  the seeds Act ,  the min imum quat i ty  s tandardsprescribed under Section 6 of the seeds Act are also equally applicable ro non-notif iedvariet ies sold as labeled seeds as per the Notif ication s.o. L24(E) dated o2-o2-2oo5 issuedby Govt .  o f  Ind ia.

in  th is  connect ion,  we would l ike to  br ing cer ta in  re levant  prov is ions of  the seeds Act ,  1966,seed Rures,  1968 and seeds (contror)  o ider ,  1gB3 to your  k ind not ice.

Under section 5 of the seeds Act, 1966, notif ication of a kind or variety is optional and notcompulsory' Testing of new Bt cotton variet ies / hybrids by ICAR is for notif ication underthe seeds Act'  Therefore, what is optional under the statute cannot be made compulsory byan executive order' section 9 lays down that "any person selling, keeping for sale offering tosell, bartering or otherwise sup,plying any seed of any notifiea trira'or variety may, if hedesires to have such seed certified by the certification agency, appty for the grantof a certificate for the purpose',,(emphasis supptiei)
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As per clause (b) & (c) of  sect ion 7 of the Seeds Act,  1966 read with sect ion 6 of the
Seeds Act and cleruse 8A of the Seeds (Crontrol)  Order,  1983, the seed, put on the
marke t  fo r  sa le ,  shou ld :

conform to  the  min imum l im i ts  o f  gernr ina t ion  and pur i ty  spec i f ied  under  c lause (a )
of sect ion 6 of the Seeds Act;

o of ld  the conta iner  of  such seed should bear  in  the prescr ibed manner  the mark or
label  conta in ing the correct  par t icu lars  thereof ,  speci f ied under  c lause (b)  o f  sect ion
6 .

Clause BA of Seeds t3ontrol  Order,  1983 lays down that "Dealers to ensure certain standards
in respect of seeds - every dealer of seed:; in notified kind or variety or other than
notified kind or variety of seeds shall ernsure that the standards of quantity of
seeds claimed by him shall conform to t:he standards prescribed for the notified
kind or variety c>f seeds under section 6 of the seeds Act 7966 954 of 7966) any
other additional .standards relating to size colour and cont'ent of label as may be
specifi ed, "( e m p ha :;i :; su p p l i ed )

From the clause 8A of the Seeds (Control)  Order,  i t  is c lear that the Central
Government has no restr ict ion, as envisi lged in the Circular referred above, and
al lows the sale o,f  seeds of var ious var iet ies other than not i f ied kind /  var iety l ike
Research Variet ies, label led, as per sect ion 6 of the Seeds Act.  This clear ly
es tab l i shes  tha t  the  qua l i t y  s tandards  to  be  main ta ined by  a  l i censee Seed
Company is  same e i ther  fo r  labe l led  or  cen t i f ied  seeds .

Encouraged by  the  New Seed Po l icy  and the  pos i t i ve  measures  o f  the  Government  f rom
t ime to  t ime over  the  pas t  40  years ,  the  pr iv i l te  sec tor  has  a lso  been inves t ing  heav i l y  fo r
deve lop ing  new hybr ids  var ie t ies  in  severa l  impor tan t  c rops  th rough the i r  in -house R&D
ef fo r ts .  The C i rcu la r  under  re fe rence,  by  de fau l t ,  pu ts  an  end to  the  R&D ac t iv i t ies  o f  the
pr iva te  sec tor  seec l  compan ies  or  even by  pub l ic  sec tor  seed corpora t ions .

I t  is  once again submit ted that  the prov is ionrs of  the Seeds Act  and Seed (Contro l )  Order
1983 a l low developrnent ,  product ion and market ing of  new var ie t ies,  meet ing the label l ing
requi rement ,  as l . r id  down under  Sect ion 6 of  the Seeds Act ,  l -966.

The Government  i : ;  r :mpowered to  regu la te  the  seed qua l i t y  by  f i x ing  the  qua l i t y  parameters
as  per  Sec t ion  6  o f  the  Seeds Ac t .  There  are  no t i f ied  Seed Inspec tors  and Seed Ana lys ts
who are  empowere( l  to  d raw samples  f rom t l re  seeds  marke ted  by  the  pr iva te  sec tor  o r
pub l ic  sec tor  acros is  the  shops  o f  the  seed dea lers  th roughout  the  Sta te  to  regu la te  the  seed
qua l i t y  and ensur , :  on ly  seeds  w i th  s tandard  qua l i t y  parameters  a re  so ld  to  the  fa rmers
under  sec t ion  L4  o f  the  Seeds Ac t  o r  c lause 13  o f  the  Seeds (Cont ro l )  Order ,  However ,  as
per  the  Not i f i ca t ion  S.O.124(E)  da ted  02-02-2005 o f  Depar tment  o f  Agr icu l tu re  &
Coopera t ion ,  Min is ; t ry  o f  Agr icu l tu re ,  Govt .  o f  Ind ia ,  the  members  are  incorpora t ing  the
names o f  the  s ta tes  or  un ion  te r r r to r ies  and season to  g row a  new var re ty  as
recommendat ion  fo r  cu l t i va t ion  o f  the  sa id  var ie ty  on  the  labe l  as  we l l  as  ins ide  the  packet
a lso  by  pu t t ing  sper : i f i c  package o f  p rac t ices  iappropr ia te  fo r  the  var ie ty  tha t  i s  be ing  so ld .
A l l  th is  i s  educate  fa rmers  in  a  t ransparent  wav ,
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In  v iew o f  the  abo 've  submiss ion ,  we request  the  Un ivers i ty  to  take  up  Bt  co t ton  new var ie ty
and hybr id  eva lua l - ion  in  the  ensu ing  Khar i f  season to  cover  new var ie t ies  and hybr ids  w i th
al l  the approved [ ] t  cotton trai ts expressed by MON 531- event of CrylAc or MON 15985
event of CrylAc plur;  Cry2Ab. Based on the sui tabi l i ty of  the new Bt cotton hybrid /  var iety,
the  seed compan) /  wh ich  deve lop  such var ie ty  can ob ta in  inc lus ion  o f  the  var ie ty  in  the
l i cense (o r  approv ia l  o f  S ta te  Dept  o f  Agr icu l tu re) ,  p roduce and supp ly  seeds  to  the  fa rmers
so tha t  the  fa rme: rs ;  can  ge t  new var ie t ies  more  su i tab le  fo r  the i r  loca l  requ i rements  a t
compet i t i ve  p r ices .  S ince  the  seed supp ly  i s  sub jec t  to  regu la t ion  o f  seed qua l i t y  under  the
Cent ra l  and a  Sta t ,e  enac tment ,  our  reques t  i s  compla in t  w i th  the  ex tan t  lega l  p rov is ions .

The cond i t ions  prescr ibed fo r  the  eva lua t ion  by  the  ICAR may be  adopted  by  the  SAUs a lso ,
However ,  s ince  the  eva lua t ion  o f  SAU is  on ly  fo r  marke t ing  permiss ion  w i th in  the  Sta te  o r
par t  o f  a  S ta te ,  based on  one year  da ta  by  inc reas ing  number  o f  loca t ions ,
recommendat ions  r r ray  be  accorded to  enab le  inc lusron  in  the  seed l i cense by  the  l i cens ing
author i ty  o r  appro ' /€ r l  o f  S ta te  Dept  o f  Agr icu l tu re  be fore  sa le  o f  seeds .

A lso  i t  i s  very  impor tan t  tha t  the  tes t ing  fees  be  dec ided very  reasonab le  and low in  the
in te res t  o f  smal l  a rnd  med ium compan ies  so  tha t  they  can bear  the  tes t ing  cos t ,  They  are
smal l  land  med ium :seed compan ies  and the i r  work  i s  l im i ted  to  s ta te  o r  par t  o f  s ta te  and i t
i s  my humble  requers t  to  keep the  tes t ing  fees  very  low,  Th is  w i l l  go  a  long way to  supp ly
h igh  per fo rming  hybr ids  to  fa rmers .  You are  vve l l  versed w i th  loca l  seed rndus t ry  and seed
p layers ,  we hope er  pos i t i ve  dec is ion  w i l l  be  taken in  the  mat te r .

We sha l l  be  gra te fu l  fo r  your  k ind  ac t ion  in  th is  regard  wh ich  w i l l  no t  on ly  benef ic ia l  to  the
smal l  and med iurn  s ize  seed compan ies  o f  the  Sta te  bu t  a lso  benef i t  the  fa rmers  by
expand ing  the  ava i lab i l i t y  o f  new var ie t ies  and hybr ids  a t  compet i t i ve  p r ices .

T h a n k i n g  y o u ,

Yours sincerely,  -  - : . -r :^-  ̂ f  tndra

(Pranj ivan P Zaver i )
General Secretary


